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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 107. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Neomi J. Rao, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the District of Columbia Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Neomi J. Rao, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the District of Columbia Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, John-
ny Isakson, John Cornyn, John Bar-
rasso, Roger F. Wicker, James E. 
Risch, Steve Daines, John Thune, 
Lindsey Graham, James M. Inhofe, Tim 
Scott, Pat Roberts, Thom Tillis, John 
Hoeven, David Perdue, Mike Crapo. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 98. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the agreeing to the mo-
tion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

William Beach, of Kansas, to be Com-
missioner of Labor Statistics, Depart-
ment of Labor, for a term of four years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 

move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of William Beach, of Kansas, to be 
Commissioner of Labor Statistics, Depart-
ment of Labor, for a term of four years. 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, John 
Boozman, Thom Tillis, Mike Rounds, 
John Hoeven, John Barrasso, Chuck 
Grassley, Roy Blunt, Johnny Isakson, 
Lamar Alexander, Mike Crapo, Pat 
Roberts, John Cornyn, Richard Burr, 
John Thune, Roger F. Wicker. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture 
motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL RAYMOND 
A. THOMAS 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor my friend, GEN Ray-
mond A. Thomas III, commander of the 
U.S. Special Operations Command, for 
his dedication to military service in 
the U.S. Army. General Thomas will 
retire from active military duty on 
March 29, 2019, after serving 39 years 
defending our national security. 

Born in Philadelphia, PA, General 
Thomas graduated from the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point and was 
commissioned as an infantry second 
lieutenant in 1980. Throughout his ca-
reer, General Thomas has grown as a 
well-respected leader and a vital asset 
to the special operations community. 

Prior to assuming command of U.S. 
Special Operations Command, General 
Thomas served as commander, Joint 
Special Operations Command—JSOC— 
Fort Bragg, NC. His other general offi-
cer assignments include Associate Di-
rector for Military Affairs at the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency; commanding 
general, NATO Special Operations 
Component Command—Afghanistan; 
deputy commanding general, JSOC; 
Deputy Director for Special Oper-
ations, the Joint Staff in the Pentagon; 
assistant division commander, 1st 
Armor Division in Iraq; and assistant 
commanding general, JSOC. 

Prior to his promotion to brigadier 
general, General Thomas served as the 
JSOC Chief of Staff and Director of Op-
erations. He also faithfully served in 
key joint and special operations assign-
ments all around the globe to include 
commander, Joint Task Force—Bravo, 
Soto Cano, Honduras; commander, 1st 

Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Sa-
vannah, GA; and commander, B Squad-
ron, 1st Special Forces Operational De-
tachment—Delta, Fort Bragg, NC. 

I ask my colleagues to join me as I 
proudly recognize the remarkable mili-
tary career of GEN Raymond A. Thom-
as III. I wish General Thomas, his lov-
ing wife, Barbara, and their extended 
family the very best as they embark on 
the next chapter of their journey to-
gether.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW SHUMAN 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I 
am proud to recognize in the RECORD 
the American Legion’s director of the 
national legislative division, Matthew 
Shuman, who has a long record of serv-
ice to our Nation’s veterans. 

Mr. Shuman has not only dedicated 
his career to serving veterans, he is a 
veteran himself. He served in the U.S. 
Army from 2008 to 2012, most notably 
as a military police officer. Mr. 
Shuman concluded his military career 
serving on the Arizona Army National 
Guard Honor Guard, providing military 
funeral honors for our Nation’s fallen 
soldiers. 

Mr. Shuman began serving veterans 
with the American Legion in 2015, 
starting as an assistant legislative di-
rector with the veterans employment 
and education portfolio in Washington, 
DC. In his current role as director of 
the national legislative division, Mr. 
Shuman is the chief advocate for the 
2-million-member organization, work-
ing with Federal agencies, the White 
House, and the media to share what the 
American Legion is doing in Congress 
on behalf of the 20 million American 
veterans. 

During his time with the American 
Legion, Mr. Shuman had a role in the 
creation and passage of significant leg-
islation impacting America’s veterans. 
These include the VA MISSION Act, 
the VA Appeals Modernization Act, the 
VA Accountability and Whistleblower 
Protection Act, the Harry W. Colmery 
Veterans Educational Assistance Act, 
and The American Legion 100th Anni-
versary Commemorative Coin Act. 
These efforts have contributed to im-
proving the quality of life and 
strengthening healthcare and benefits 
for servicemembers, veterans, and their 
families. 

Today I am honored to pay tribute to 
Mr. Shuman for his service to our 
country and his steadfast commitment 
to advocating on behalf of veterans 
throughout his career. Congratulations 
to Mr. Shuman on his lasting legacy of 
advocacy for veterans, and I wish him 
the best in his future endeavors.∑ 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the service and career of 
veteran and dedicated advocate Mat-
thew Shuman. 

The American Legion is a corner-
stone in countless American commu-
nities, helping our veterans get the 
care, benefits, and recognition they 
earned while giving back through 
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